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Walk4Hearing is a nationally
coordinated effort sponsored by Hearing
Loss Association of America (HLAA)
to increase awareness about the causes
and consequences of hearing loss and
to raise funds to provide information
and support for people living with

a hearing loss. In this our inaugural
year, walkathons are being held in four states: California,
New York, Texas and right here in Pennsylvania. The
Pennsylvania walk will be held at Pavilion 17 in Ridley
Creek State Park which is located on Route 3 in Newtown
Square, PA on Saturday, May 13, 2006 beginning at 9:00
a.m. Pennsylvania walkers have the option of walking
either 2.0 or 4.3 miles. They will be joined by walkers
from neighboring states, who will be walking to support
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their local chapters and HLAA. Walkers will receive pledge
sheets for supporters to designate their contributions. In
addition, companies or organizations can pledge defined
amounts of money or specific goods or services, rather
than sponsoring an individual walker or team of walkers.
Sponsors will receive recognition on materials such as
posters and brochures used in the event. Money raised

will be used to fund activities such as workshops, hearing
screenings and conferences conducted by our local chapters
and the Pennsylvania state office, as well as the many
national level activities organized by HLAA from their
offices in Bethesda, MD.

As detailed in the announcement on this page ,(note to edi-
tor: refer to actual page if it’s not here) a Kickoff Party will

continued on page 3
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On Nov. 7, 2005 the Board of Trustees of SHHH voted to
change our name to Hearing Loss Association of America.
Dr. Terry Portis, the executive director of our national or-
ganization, explained the change as follows: “SHHH needs
to position itself to meet the needs of a new generation of
people with hearing loss while continuing to serve the con-
stituents who rely on us today. [ believe that by updating our
name and image we will be better able to communicate our
message and fulfill our mission. SHHH expects to complete
the transition to the Hearing Loss Association of America
in March 2006.”

Our state office will be known as Hearing Loss Association
of PA (HLA-PA). We remain committed to the vision of our
founder, Rocky Stone, and will continue to support the needs
of hard of hearing people in Pennsylvania through education,
support and advocacy.

Diana Bender, HLAA-PA State Director

H0I000000I0000n000

For HLAA-PA activities and information, feel free to
call:Wayne Benson Western PA 412-661-4724
Ronnie Adler Eastern PA 610-644-3154

It costs us first class postage for every
¢ returned Hearsay newsletter.

Please let us know if you move, or will
e be temporarily away for the months of
March, June, September, or December.

Thank you for helping us to save this fee.

Celebrate...
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COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

The Pittsburgh Chapter wishes to donate the following items
to any chapters or groups who can use them:

1. A Stempel Telescoping Easel with Pad Holder. For use
by speakers, to hold a large white pad to either pre-sketch
or live sketch during the meeting.

2. Telex FM system. There are 10 receivers type AAR-
10 single channel receivers and one hand transmitter unit
set for the frequency of channel 5. The transmitter is Cat.
19791-05. This equipment is kept in a suitcase that goes
with the system.

3. A 3M transmissive overhead projector model 910 with
a quick lamp changer. Rugged and easily transported — no
case involved. Probably needs to be sent to a 3M repair
facility to clean the lens and windows.

4. A 3M reflective overhead projector model Scotch 589.
Has a case.

5. 591 write-on film for use with the overhead projector.
This film can copy a printed sheet, which then is
projected with the OH projector

6. Staedtler Lumocolor Set. This can be used with any
projector, writing on the film of item 5.

7. Oval Window Audio Assisting Listening System. This
is a loop system with small receivers. It is believed that
any of the usual loop system receivers can be used with it
because the frequency is the same for all loop systems.

For more information or to receive an item contact:
Erich Kost erichwolfe@comcast.net
Or

Wayne Benson awbenson@juno.com
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contdd from 1st page

be held from 2 - 4 p.m. on March 26, 2006 at the Edgmont
Country Club, in Edgemont, PA. Here’s a great chance to
socialize with other hard of hearing advocates while obtain-
ing more information on how you can participate in the walk.
For more information on how to participate in the walkathon,
about sponsorship opportunities or to attend the Kickoft Party,
please contact our coordinator,

Ms. Ronnie Adler

51 Woodstream Drive

Chesterbrook, PA 19087

Tel: 610-644-3154; email: RARMELS214(@aol.com
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The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Consumer Advocacy Network
has prepared this Guide to give you information about what
must be captioned on January 1,2006, when the requirements
for captioning of many television programs increase. We’ve
also included information about how you can send a com-
plaint about programs that are not captioned as required, or
have problems with the captioning.

On January 1, 2006, 100% of NEW programs, both analog
and digital, must be closed captioned. But that doesn’t mean
that you will be able to changefrom channel to channel and see
everything on your television with captions. These programs
do not require 100% closed captioning:

1. English or Spanish language programs first shown
before January 1, 1998, or for digital captions, before
July 2002: only 30% must be captioned.

2. New Spanish language programs: only 50% must be
captioned.

These programs are not required to be closed captioned at
all:

1. Most programs shown from 2 am to 6 am local time.

2. Locally-produced and distributed non-news programs
with no repeat value, such as parades and school sports
events.

3. Commercials of five minutes or less.

4. Instructional programs produced locally by public TV
stations for use in grades K-12 or postsecondary schools

5. Programs in languages other than Spanish and
English

6. Programs shown on new networks for the first four
years of the network’s operations
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7. Public service announcements and promotional ads of
less than 10 minutes

8. Programs by providers with an annual gross revenue
under $3 million (but these programmers must still “pass
through” the captions of any programs that already have
them).
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TV news programs also must provide 100% closed
captioning as of January 1, 2006.

ABC, CBS, FOX, NBC and their affiliates must
realtime caption their news in the “top 25 television
markets. Realtime captioning should give you captions
for everything that is being spoken. Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, PA are included in the “top 25”.

Non-broadcast networks (such as cable) which serve at
least 50% ofhouseholds subscribing to video program
services must also realtime caption their news. All other
news programs are allowed to caption with electronic
newsroom.

OBITUARY T JAMES H.STOLTZ

James H. Stoltz 81, of McCandless Township, died Tuesday, De-
cember 20, 2005. He was born in Pittsburgh, PA, Sunday, June 29,
1924, the son of the late Glenn E. & Elizabeth Donehoo Stoltz. He is
survived by his beloved wife Eleanor Wilson Stoltz, daughters, Su-
san B. Stoltz of New York City, NY, Patricia E. (Douglas) Clawson
of Philadelphia, PA, Nancy S. (Jon) Fugler of San Luis Obispo, CA,
Laurie Stoltz Eubanks of Chicago, IL; sisters Jane Prather of TX,
Cathy Collins of CA, Dorothy McCullough of AZ; grandchildren
Amy (Robert) Brant, Kathleen, Christine Clawson, Jayna, Travis,
Tommy (Olivia) Fugler & Elena Eubanks.

Mr. Stoltz was a 1942 graduate of Edgewood High School, Veteran
of WW II serving with the 82nd Signal Battalion, a 1948 graduate
of Carnegie Mellon University; an Elder in the Memorial Park
Presbyterian Church. He worked as an electrical engineer for Allis
Chalmers, Jones & Laughlin Steel and retired in 1989 from LTV
Corporation. He was a genealogist, zealous about playing tennis. He
was past President of the Pittsburgh Chapter & State Coordinator
for Self Help for Hard of Hearing People, (SHHH).

Contributions may be made to the Pittsburgh Chapter of Self Help
for Hard of Hearing People, ¢/o Eric Kost, 1017 Vermont Ave. #4,
Pittsburgh, PA 15234 or Memorial Park Presbyterian Church.

Editor’s note: We had just reported in our June 2005 issue that Jim Stoltz
had succeeded in advocating for CART in order to hear at his grand-
son’s graduation from the OS Air Force Academy. He will be missed.

Source: http://www.pa-shhh.org/chapters/PittsburghNewslet-
ters/200601

www.pa-shhh.org
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WALKATHON
Kick-off
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Edgmont Country Club
5180 West Chester Pike (Rte 3)
Edgemont, PA 19028

RSVP - Ronnie Adler
Email - RARMELS8214@aol.com
Phone - 610-644-3154
Directions - www.edgmont.com
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As far as chapters go, the Adams/Hanover chapter is still
a “baby.” It is not quite 3 years old, yet in its short life
it has already had a big impact on many hard of hearing
people in the greater Hanover area.

The Adams/Hanover was the brainchild of co-founders
Neil Bauman and Charlie Davis. In order to reach “criti-
cal mass” quickly, we decided to focus on the age group
with the most hard of hearing people—seniors. To this
end we chose a seniors retirement community for the
site of our meetings. That way there would be a built-in
hard of hearing population that didn’t have to travel far
to get to meetings. We also chose to meet at the most
convenient time for our seniors—which in our case was
a weekday afternoon.

The Adams/Hanover chapter meets at The Brethren Home
Community, located at the intersection of Routes 30 and
94 about 5 miles north of Hanover, the fourth Thursday of
every month (except July and December) at 2:00 PM.

Since people only come to meetings that they think
will benefit them in some way, during planning we put
ourselves in prospective members’ shoes and ask the
question, “What’s in it for me?” Then we plan a meeting
that will positively answer that question. As a result, our
people receive lots of “take home” value. They learn
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Employment
Accessibility/ADA
Coping Strategies
Speech reading
Public Policy

Hearing Loss 101
Contact Diana Bender (bender@pa-shhh.org)
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things that they can put into practice in their everyday lives
to help them better live with their hearing loss.

To get the word out, we have free advertising in several
newspapers in the area—always with a news item (not a
classified ad) that begins with an ear-related problem and
then promises the solution at the meeting. Once the reader
is hooked, the meeting details follow. The same news item
is made into a poster and is posted in several places in
various senior’s complexes, and is also sent to everyone
on our mailing lists—both email and postal.

Does this strategy work? You bet it does. Starting from
scratch in August of 2003, we had 40 plus people out to our
first meeting. Depending on the topic and the weather, we
get anywhere between 25 and 75 people out. Attendance is
now typically between 35 to 45 at each meeting. Typically,
we have a new visitors at every meeting.
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My name is Elaine Lucano Brasberger and I started the
first SHHH Phila. I chapter in 1980, not Virginia Craig,
as you reported in the Pennsylvania Newsletter, Volume
4, December, 2005. Our first meeting was held at the
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf in Mt. Airy and Rocky
Stone was our guest speaker. Subsequent meetings were
held at the Rhawnhurst Presbyterian Church in Northeast
Phila., on Tuesday evenings, once a month.

While I acted as President for 5 years, Hannah Lichtenstein
was the Vice-President, Joanne Karpowitz was Sect-Trea-
surer. Roberta Mozlin did the newsletters, faithfully.

Virginia Craig succeeded me as President after I stepped
down. She may have been instrumental in forming a
Pennsylvania charter, however, I initiated the National
charter with SHHH National, when Joan Kleinrock was
overseeing the chapters in MD.

I am sure this is an oversight, as it was many years ago. 1
have not been actively involved since I got married, but I
am still a current member of SHHH.

Editor note: My apologies, Elaine. | attempted to confirm the name
of the founder of the Philly 1 Chapter and due to time constraints
was unable to learn the name. Thank you for your note. Beth Ann
Rejonis, editor

www.pa-shhh.org
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HearSay Subscription
If you would like to receive your own copy of HearSay, the official newslet-
ter of HLAA-PA, please fill in this form and mail it to the address below. A
HearSay subscription is free; however, HLAA-PA is a not-for-profit organi-
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A special thanks to those of you who help

zation and we are grateful for any donations.

make it possible.

Name: Phone:
add . Ann S. Bahl
ress: Henry Fader
Robert Leight
City: State: Zip:
1ty ate P Lucille Magnusson
il Selma Ryave

Enclosed is my contribution of $

newsletter and on the website.

1 cannot contribute, but I would

like to receive HearSay. HLAA-PA

to support HearSay.
Donations are tax deductible and will be acknowledged in the

Make donations payable to HLAA-
[ 1 would like to remain anonymous PA and send this form to:

Marcia Finisdore

4 State Road, #109
Media, PA 19063

Richard Strauss
2 Anonymous

Generation X Chapter in Memory of Linda
Heffernan’s step-mother
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Self Help for Hard of Hearing People, Inc., founded in
1979, is a non-profit consumer self-help organization.
HLAA-PA opens the world of communication to people
with hearing loss by providing information, education,
support and advocacy.

The primary purpose of all HLAA members is to educate
ourselves, our families, friends, co-workers, teachers,
hearing health care providers, industry, government, and
others about hearing loss.

HLAA has members and chapters in all 50 states. To
find the chapter closest to you, contact a member of the

HLAA-PA state committee if you are in PA, or contact
the HLAA National Office.

Selp-Help for Hard of Hearing People
7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 1200
Bethesda, MD 20814

Phone: (301) 657-2248 (Voice)
(301) 657-2249 (TTY)
(301) 913-9413 (FAX)

Email: info@hearingloss.org
Website: www.hearingloss.org
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HLAA-PA Needs You
SHHH volunteers from all over the Com-
monwealth assist the HLAA-PA State
Director by serving on the HLAA-PA Ad-
visory Council or one of its committees.
The HLAA-PA Advisory Council meets
periodically in Carlisle. Committees con-
duct most of their business by email but
meet periodically in various parts of the
state as needed. We would be delighted to have you join us.
If you would like to serve on either the Advisory Council, or
one of its committees, please contact one of the state leaders
listed below.

State Director: Diana Bender bender@pa-shhh.org

Membership: Russ Green, Chair green@pa-shhh.org
Barb Beard beard@pa-shhh.org
Wayne Benson benson@pa-shhh.org
Ronnie Adler adler@pa-shhh.org

Communication: Linda Rusinko rusinko@pa-shhh.org
Gerry Rusher rusher@pa-shhh.org

Susan Gast, Chair
Diana Bender

Government Affairs: gast@pa-shhh.org
bender@pa-shhh.org

fiCome and join us. You will be welcome!o

www.pa-shhh.org




